Baptizing 


and Moderne Proteftant Divines, 
_ both Foraine, and of this Nation: clearly proving — 
theabfolute neceffity ofba ptizing Infants,from 


the of facred Scripture.and the force 
Of undeniable reafon. 
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ton tranfivibed Mafler. 


| ¢ Phil pots Letter for baptizing infasts;.to which — 


| 


“will give full to any that are not fare: ftalled. mith 
i in their owne opinion. ‘For if Venzrable Antiqnitys 
Univerfall PraBice , 
Churches , fresst? of Argument , and 


Scripture be of any force, then doubtle 
admitting the children 


bufineffe of thie Tam 


> 


MAM Ihave added the nniverfall , and continued 
Ih ra > ice of theChurch of God, from the Apoftles time 
hitherto together with the judgement of the 


moft learned,ortbodox,and Divines,both ancient and mo- 
of witneffes to prove, ‘phat. 


 dernes which ferve os actond 
infants of Chriftians, not oncly may >) but to be: 
confident, that thefe (with 


baptized 


ted ¢ ome, Harmony 


Authori facred 


dinance of. baie The teftimo 


[cattered np and downe in fever fever 


little bookes do moft good,or ar me, every 
- chafe,and foon read over, My Apologie for troubling yor with a 
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ents to thie Ore 
bere produced, lis- 
‘Fast 
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‘the 
of Chriftian 


Rather. 


Gontefisons of reformed Churches. 
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without 


ancient Fathers 1n this 
of baptizing Infants. 


even toinfants; and.theholy Scriptures declare, 

'Phaccdivine grace is difpen int 

fants as others which was thadowedout in 

ftretching himéelfe uponthe infant, infen- 

of the good ‘which che Prophet did unto 
him-C yprian E pied Fidum. 


dren are baptized, Ors «Homon Luke 14. 
We fay that in infants baptized ; a 
it, the Holy Ghoft doth awell, ad 
tizing infants. 


Whencefnay 
teceived the fpirit of baptifme, feeing he was but ‘aninfantwhenhe— 


Was baptized ? Athan. in his ions,queft.2.: 
‘Baprifine hath'force even sts,-and cherefore itis necef= Ge 
> fary that they be ‘haptized: is tharthey befandtified N 
any appreienfion of the thing done, then that theyfhould 
depart ‘this life without *baptife and initiation: And if, thing. . 
Cireumcifion may afford us afiy prefident (for that being the fore- 
_tunner of baptifine thae was admintftred to fuch as could noc by 
‘the nfe of reaforrdifcern what Natianzen un his Oration oF 


_ baptizing infants. 
denies b: of Cheiltien 


dare. a brought death into 


3 He Spirit’ refufeth not tocommunicare Cyprian 


Becaufe by baptitimeoriginall there bre Orie rig 
they be nor Auguftint 


that heath beenbaptized, and AchantGuss 


donhde- Bérnard. | 


. 
po 

J 


world naan is not of God; whe doth and peaks contrary 

Hicronymus. We hold that there is one baptifme, and chat Sacrament isto’ 
 beadminiltred co infants, in the fame words, that it is adminit 


to themiof elderiyeeres: Hieren.$} mboli explanatio ad 
Chryfotom.  “Thereforethe Catholique teacheth, that infants ought 
te he baptized, becaufe of fin. And the aniforme practicg 
of the holy Church, throughout the univerfall world, concerning 
baseline, whether of infants or of young men , fhould not be a. 
counted as an idle rhinz:(4ry/. de eAdam Heva, 
Ifidorus. In fuch as are'of yécres , baprifme ferveseither to clenfe them 
from original! fin, or towath them from the guilt of actual! finne: 
3 but infants are onely freed from original fin Biya it: ifid. 


The of the Church fox 
tizing infants for 1300 yeeres ether, from 


Apoltles times, collected out of ‘the Genturies 
Written by the Divines of Magdeburgh. 


Cent.t. 


did forhid children to be broug he toChrift , 

téproved for it ; and did, quefticn; 
tize infants themélves , being betrer-inftruéted by che Spirit 
God, as Origen , Cyprian, 2 others doe teftifie ; ‘a thatthe. 
eaftome of baptizing infants » Was from the: Apoltles continued to 
pofterity.'. 
We read nowhere i in this ace chat were denied haptifine. 
“Cent. In‘this age both men and women,; infantsandtho@of.elder 

to >the tadition from sin 

Inthe fame Churches water’ all of 


le of 
fex,aye,or condition, were pufitkly baptized. The Churches of 
ica 


infants inthis. age. Nasianxen fpcaking ofthe Afian 

‘Churches, daith » That they ufedto baptize infants, theywere 

eminent danger: sotherwife baptifme was till they were 

aboucthree: yere sold; Js. futa- 

at. 
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Infants fiowld Baptized ,. Cbryfofome alfiraeth in his 
Homily of Adaw and Eve. “Auguftin faith That the Daptizing of $i capste 
‘Infants Came not into theCharch by the conftitutions of any Conn- 
cells, but hath been alwayes retained by the Church; andought te | 

bebeleevedas an Apoltolicall Tradition: Contra Donatifias. Lb. 4. 
Jnfants are Baptized,not only thar they might attain the Adopti- 


onofSons, Or the Kingdom of heaven, fit that they may have re- 
mifionoffins, left they perith eternally. Afaxentins in his confel- 
We Baptize Infants,alchough they are not yet capable of Reafons - Cent.7,cap. 6, 
Andby no meanes let Baptifne be denied toa fick Infant ;-If any 
fhall negle& it,God will require the blood of that childe,dyingun- * 
baptized, at his bands: Cewncelof 
Bythe Obedience of Faith, all ought to be Baptized: Beds om Cent.8cap4: 
t. By the grace of Faith, children.being borne againe, by the 
of Regeneration, are admitted coche Celeftiall Joys. Beda 
Wh thefaying ofthe Lord, fpoken to the Univerfall Cerit-9,cap. 43 
Church, by the Prophet //aiae; Iwill bring thy feed fromthe 
_ Eaft,8cc.derer thee from thy perverle opinion? Hovwy haft thou for- — 
gotten. that in the Gofpel, which faith, that Chrift rebuked bis Di. — 
iciples,.for forbidding little Children ro be. brought unto him?Dott | 


thou not doe that which durit foe For 
_ concerning Infants Baptizing ( though now not the mean- 
of it.) Saint Siricéwatells us that was the ll rule and 
practifeof the Chusch Hincmarns Rhemen(is, ad Hincmarum Lan- 


Children oxght to be Baptized; for by this Ordinance, ourchalt Cenurocap4 

~ Motherthe Church, brings forth holy, pure,and innocent children: ~ 

Neither di Baptize thofe only that were of yeers, but In+ Cent.zt,cap.6 

fants alfoyyea Infants : The fonne ofthe Empreffe 
. was Baptized the third day after he was borne, becaufe hee was fick, 


: izedinthis Age; for 


and like to die : Se 
As well Infants as others were Baptiz 
and Foke,.the children of Elinor Queen of England, were Baptized 
after they were borne: Sigebert. “And Lewis the’ French 
King, cauléd his Sonne Philip to be Baptized an Infanr. af 


of Infants was alfo in this Ages for, Bago 
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imu r*, 


theiy Yalvatioh that want ifthey 


« 


~, 


for ive “be Baptiied, tor 
‘tharit dbithts of their Salvation, but toreath that‘childten arenot 


27. 


The of Modern ‘Biche 


of Foraine Parts , touching Infants Baptifmme. 


Lchidugh ‘no fet time appointed for Baptifirie, 2s | 
“therewas for Circutricifidn 'yet ‘certainly it ougtit to be 
adminiftred as foone as inay be; hot that'wee fhould doubt 


For we doe nor fo much vertue to , @8 that when 

itcthnot'be had ‘we queftion the reality he ching fignify? 
Cds Mercer on Gen.17. at 

Fis Be hored! hac when mah is irito the Fellowship 

the is Hot only made tohim. but to his chi. 

dren’: Ger. herefore is not within ‘this ‘Covenant 

‘froin his cradie, isa ftrander froth the Chureh, til! he be browsht 

invby the Dodttine Pairh and Repeneance: But them hiy feed be- 


eins tobe ofthe Family of Beles 
their 


is ‘thade with 

Fathers ity their thérefere doe 

fittrably deceive thetafetves ‘Cal. nabaptilts. 
If they underftand Chrifts Inftiration of Baptifme to be 


in the go ‘the ‘end ‘of the 
World, and that’ the chifdten. ‘Of Chrifttity oughe'to be Baptized, 
fo do we underftand; and beleeve: Asit appeate 

on ofthe French : 


ih 
allof them, as Well Tnfanrs ds 
y Chrift, then to ) feparate theth fréni 
not to ibigrate théth Chrift }were anion wicked 
re ali the good of 


happen to'diewithour 
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All that are in covemaint wich God 


their their children are holy , 34. and. doe 


not debarred the figne 


Infantse Aresiog 
Father is well pleafed.with them inhim, and that Gedis.not oncly 


them off: ht: to be denied 
them, becanfe the! Apoftle faich, willot Het bir noe 


Infants borne of Chriftian tobe baptized as may Pols. 


be proved by thefe 
ought to be baptized bur 
infants are within the covenantof grace, 1 And Chrift — 
2. Becaule to longs the promife o remi ion of fins 
the blood of Chrift, 2.38 39. 
Be Becaufe infants doe belong tothe Church of God y Fortra | 
4» Becaufe they. are redeemed with the blood of and 
wathed from their finnes ; and ev ad hy be 
have the thing fignified ; why then fhould they be debarred vast 
participating of the figne ? | 
. Beca Ghoft i is ‘promifed othem yea, they have 
G 
4: they fhould be diftinguithed feoti the childcen of] In- 
fidels therefore che figne of diftinétion fhould 
J» Becanfe the Apoitles baptized whole families. 
8. Becaufé infants were circumcifeds. tap. d 


i have not faith, their yng ee 


‘to have faith ; but fippofe they parents 
belongtothe 


Church, and have the Spirit of God, whoadminiftreth the true 


baptifine ; why therefore thould ‘not be ized fhall our 
children be more unhappy then the children of the Jewes, which 
of the covenant ? Is our baptifme in- 
_ fériour to circumcifion, that it may not be adminiftred to infants as 
dieve ; ‘and.they have the'Spirit of God; 'tisourpartthereforeto 
well of them , election is ome of the hidden fecretsof 


Weonght to. 


4 
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4 
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hon the infants , 
in ingot body | 

Paseuss ‘agree in cheir principail ends : 
thac both Chel ating ade 


Inthanin both eeception of all.incovenant. 
ing them fromaliens. DE 

4. Inthat both doe belong ages, 2s well infanes as men 

mins 


conclude che hapgiime of infaits robe retained inthe 
3. Becaufe it is founded on Gods Commandemene . onholy ex 
as hathybeen fhewed before. 
a. Becauf the figne of the covenant Ought to be given toall chat 
arewithinthe covenant. 
g/Beeaule otherwile the.children of believers fhould have. nO 
"more priviledge, themthe childsenef Jews or Gentiles. 
es refpendency withit. Thecondition of the Jewes children under 
wasexpedient that'aSacrament fhould'be or- 
idivulgt ng-nore grace then ciceumcifion ; ‘Therefore hap- 
wherebyeve maycondludesagainit thofeyw the 
they:corid:khow nothing of the natareand benefit of that | 
whyfhould nor onrciniiren’be baptized now ?: was the 

better under the old Teftament chen under 
On 

| for for from the truth, 
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‘nent, that are ba 


 pélievérs; for chefe are ro be accounted member's of! the Ghurch, 
fuch are holy , and Chrift willhave fach 
and ‘tis manifeft that fach doe pleafé God, in 
cheir Angels doe alwaies behold the face of their Father. And 
we cannot comprehend their ftateand condition, yee Chrift 
that they have faith , and are capable of the SpititofGod; | 
le of Bapsift and others ; whowérefan@ifiedia 
the worribe; teftifie: ‘Therefore to deny baptifine to is an 


on Abls 
By no meanés the fi igieof the covenants tobe denied Mufcul us, 
of the andgraceof 


whom the riglic of the covenant belongs ; 
haptifine is nothing but a figne q 
God, inthe new Teftament, andthe children of beleevers among a ot ha 
the Geritilés are ho lefle partakers of this teftament and grace 
- God, which is given t6 the elect in che Kingdomeof God'b 
chen te children oF coe 
thém thé fignée of this grace? what ele is this butto 
chitdrén déd as fromthe grate and covenant of 
God? he'that denies the figtisdoth certainly 
‘takeaway thé thing fensfied on MatthS. 
It to be ‘but thar the: Spirit OF dorhwarke Chemnj- 
 effeSnally even in infants that are baptized , as char it-miakes 
powrech on them that are:baprized:s 
ju dre’ made heires ot 


 growne yeetes.: Forthey which were formerly { | 
of che Church of Chrift (tach an wees Jewed Gunite re 
obebaprized (unleflewé would profanethatholyOr- - 
yuntilbthey can give an account of their faith 


focomeé unto him 


16045, and thisiscalled che faith of 
for af ‘the Old Teitament 123 tomnfantsa 
of Rew fom cheriew Telte- 
pleafe-God;:andate 


3 
> 
< 
“a 


loca Thealde Bapt. 


among tft unto 
belong*the words , Pe that 


If you aske, how. the children o Chriftians 
Churchjor toGhrift ; we anfer , Nootherwife then #i@ehildren 
of the Jewes (being the feed of Abrabswe ) are faid to be within the 


covenant of God, Ges. 37.7. therefore our childrenare baptized, 


* heirs were'circumcifed; becaufethey are not to be reputed oat of 
the Church, for we are the fonnes of the promife, and are partakers 


tet with Abraham ; andwhat was {aid to him,jis pro. 
COUS : For they may have the Grace and 


‘Spirit of Chrift, hey aremembers of.us,andoftheChurch, 
the root be holy alfo’holy, Rom. 42-16. which 
things, though "a be fpoxenof the Jevres, yet doe they belong to 


us.. And ifthe Lord hath fevered the children of believi pesenrs 


from the common fort of men, why doe we themthe fi 
refutes opinicn of, the 
prifme to Chriftians-children ,. whom: the Apottle pros 


holy;by vertue of the promile. Marlerat ont Cor.701 4, 


bethy God, and the: 


\Goaof Nowe by feedis meant.all the Gentiles that believe. 
avith rightedns Abraban;Gal.3 8; And,the Apoltle doth 


manifeit! 
declare, that the children of believing parents are holy, yea, hough 
‘but oneof the parents believeth ; byr which holineffe , 


: then being within the covenant ; whereb 


‘perfons. ane-di profane. Therefore 
judge hopefully of all of Chriftian parents., as the 
che andthe rule of charity teacheth 


us. Bexa, Qucftions and Anfwers:, 


- The command of Chrift lagecerall ; ‘that, all Nations frould be 
baptized, CMéatth.28, therefore we gather that it is facriledge to 
infant se: de Bapte 


pertonsof: yeeres ; (who can exprefle repentance , and. areable to 
-make profeffion of their faith) fhould-be admitredto the Sacrament 
but even anfantsalfo,, |, feeing:we.are ro account them 


cially.fecng Chrift hath. no 


the 


We believewith the ancient ,catholicke Church, that. "not onely 
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the childremot believers with the figne of the covenant; yea he hath 
Suffer little children te come me , for of {uch is the Kingdome 
| of Heaven, Matth.19. 14. Zanchede Rel.Chriftiana, 
-Becaufe this qneltion (whether infants thould be baptized) shath Dasew. iit 
been much perplexed with the difputations of thé Pelagians of 
dand oflate with theclamors ofthe Anabaptilts; wewillcollet 
‘(ome reafons to prove that the infants of believers may, and 
be baptized. The Papilts indeed teach, that this practice hath pre. 
yailed onely by the degrees of ancient Fathers, and cultome of the 
Church, and by the traditions of men. But we better and mo-e 
truely affirme, that both the doctrine and practice hereofis four. ‘ 
ded and eftablifhed by the Word ofGod ; although rhe Scripture 
doth not inexpreffe termes declare chatinfantsfhould bebaptized. 
“yet by confequence and the analogy of faith, it will appearero be 
thedire& fenfe and meaning of the written Word. We will notin. 
fiftuponall the realons that may be produced to thispurpof, but 
_..& Infants and children of believers, eventhey are believers and | — 
_ within the covenant, and belong to God, even as the fathers them- : a 
elves, Therefore the figneofGods covenant, | 
belones.to. them., aswell as their parents which now. under the 
_ Gofpell is bapeifme. For the ‘children of believers are fanctified — 
_. from the wombe,.1 Cor.7.14,therefore baptifine, which is the figne 
_& Thofe to whom God giveth and applierh the thing ir felfe,ro 
ahem doth the figne appertaine: ( for no.man ought ro reftraine or 
-withftand the grace of God, A@s 11. 17.), now God doth give 
infants of beleeving parents the thing fignified in baptilme , which 
is remiffion of fins, and fanctification, although the effects. of thole 
ifts doe not prefently appearein them, 1 Cor.7,14. for heaiirms, 
of {uch is the Kingdome’of Heaven. So that infants of belie- 
vers are heires of the Kingdome of thy are of 
yeeres of underftanding : therefore to.t ong’ thefignesof 
;. for che baptifme. of Chrilt belongs to the whole: 


3. Circumeifion as well as baptifme was afigne of the righteon!~ 

God, Rewe4,11. and circumcifion was to the Jewesafigne 
of-mortifying the flefh, as baptilmeis to us, Deste10.30. 
and God commanded that infants fhould be ciccumaited ; 
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Martyr, AS of old cireumcifion was to infants foou 


otherwile the of Gédunder 


comimatid' fot baptifine Was 


hot 


Matth. 28.19, therefore baptifine the 
Apottles ate to baptize whole families, 16. 15:3 - among ft 


__ Which tis probable thar there were infants. 

The example of the univerfall Chriftian Church confirms this. 
tice sfhich may appeaté by the reRimony of divers writers in 
ldges, as Origenon Ang. lid.4- ‘of baptizing infants, 
the Donatitts. 

6 2. The do&trine of baptifme is called the’ 
impolition of hands, which belongs to 


tobe demtd them now ; for ifthey have che cing why 
chey tot have the fiyne? Let no'man that 
fion and baptifine are alike, and chat there is the fame reafon of the 
one ag of thé other. This doth Pan? plainily reach tothe Coloftians, 
Where he cals baptifne OF Chrilt. “And they who 
allow rhat the Hebtews children to bé circurmicifed> and yer 
chat dary be baptized, doe make God better to the 
to Chriftians. But will fay ‘forafminch as wecan- 
not tell wherher itifants have the matter of the Sacrament , why 
doe we give them the figne, arid apply the Sedl¢ to chat which 
uncertaine? To whorn we anfwet, that this queftion is fot fo fimeh 
apainit ‘ns, againft the W ord Of Gods for He hath zbiolutely 
Cbrtimanded thar chifdren be (We ot 
Infants, that ° enough for ng, that their parents or afiy other , in 
are, deep prefene them to the Church ; ahd ifele- 
ination with the Sacratnentall 4¢tion; then 
we doeis confirmed ; but ifnot,then allis vcid ; for Gut fa!- 
ds upon the eleétion and mercy of" Gods: Patter 


ths Same t that ciecumcificn Was of 


Of Jefas Chritt is Bork fally arid plai 
therefore Of old, the infants of Godé pedple were Adwirted into 
cbvehatit by , fo bight ‘By ; 
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he of o our Englith Modern Divine 
touching Infants Baptifime, 
N the very. beginning of ion, whereof baptitme is the De. 
aman ismereclypaflive; and hence itis; ¢ ofaman 


that is to besithex circumciled, or baptized , / 
(asin other Sacraments there is ) onely acapacity 


uired in thot chat be 


thecovenant of, the figne of thecor 
-yenant: now the fonee covenant with their parents, 
This we fecin Abrala, who fir(t believed.and.thenwas~ Ma 
sicameifed 
hebelieved::- This fame thing is sightly done inthe children of be- 
parcots, by she of See A poltles, — 
any of yeeres till they bad profefied their faith; 
then thei, whole familieswerebapy- 


now no mandonbts, but- shat.chal- if 

under te notion ol amy. ‘Davenanton 

In fome the workin Mi Tho}. 


Sacraments 

helpe of Gods, Word, ‘read ich ingendgeth 
falyation. Roger Exphcatson of 


receive the Divine vertue ofthe holy Ghottinbapsiine, Mr Hoo | 


‘ 
| 


Per- The baptifine of infants hath warrant out of God 
fome men be of contrary opinion for all the Iitaelites 
in the Sea, and.among them donbr , Were many 
children. Ifitbe faid, that baptifme was extraordinary, and there. 
4 nae fore is no ground for ours. As/w. True, it was extraor for 
the manner ; yet herein, the matter , and fubftance, and the 


thing fignified is ordinary, ‘and theend all one with ours. And 
_ thereforethe baptifmeof infants in the red Sea , is fome warranr 
the Baptifinie of infants inthe Charch now adaies.. Perkins on 
Heb. t. 
M-Ainf  Theyarebuta frithleffe 
Worth Randing allthat God hath fpoken and 
this co the of his people,and tlie feale or 
firmation of this by haptifme now, as it was by circumicifion 
of old: Ainfworth, ofa Dialogue of the Anabaptifts. 
Everyman-child ofeightdaies old thall be circumciled,&c.From 
hence the baptifine of infants -which commeth in the place of cir- 
egmeifion, is moft ly proved, againft-the profile errour of 
‘Anabaprifts. For as then infants were circumciled to thew the 
SG pees “contagion of the nature, from the which they were cleaned, by the 
@ipeameifion of the: Spirit : fo even infants now , being guilty of - 
riginallcortuption, have need of the Sactament of R f Regeneration. 
Hal Wihtton 
Us "Shere is great need that infants fhould be baptized , ena): 
_-keth for the faith and comfort of heir parents, for the pre- 
| aa -fent, and of their owne afterwards, that as they are by nature fo 
iE | ‘filthy and loathfome in the fight of God fo the Lord hath inthe - 
OF whereof the waterinbaptifine is afigne and 
regeneration, as the Apoitletalleth it, 73#.3.5. yea a fonntaine 
to cleanfe them all thse filthineffe sand corrup- 
tionof their nature. Hilderfoams on 5 - 
A | “We doe no otherwife affirme Chriftian mens children to be holy 
‘from their mothers wombe, chen St: Pasl, Cor. 7.14. faith ; 
holy becanfe are compriled in Gods covenant , 
to be baptized. Falk on 
He Indeed the A nabaprifts who difpute ag aintt the baptizin 
fants, he Apa, | andoft 


ed generation that notwith- 
inthis kind doe d 


eid 
ool 


goin 
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 hereaftersit were hardto terme him an infidel. were not: 


to juftifiethe bapr 


“¢ 
thd ranging :chas hey bipeined node bat Muth as 
to give an account of faith. That 
itis not cacall the infatx of-believing’ parents’, a 
; becaule thougtt he doe noc now ditually believe? yer 


partly tor his fake, heiswithin the eompaffe ofthe 
pod paitiy of tine may well belioped foe 


eo call him a believers “Andwhy not a believer as Well asaxedfow 
creature ? though yet there is in him no uf of reafor 
-eertaint of ability hereafter toenjoy it? 2: The argument is 
aught the Apoltlespractife; ; for that conrrfe which theytook 
onecertaine age of perfons cannot be ‘ftretched 
without excepuion ; In e4brakams per 
ture of the Sacrament, ‘and a yeelding himlelfe to live undet the 4 
Lords obedience, went beforethe receiving of 
iti: //aae it wasnot fo ,. he was circumciled firlt; and mitrnctéd a 
. As concerning the Apoftles practife it felfe, rhereis no cert | 
it» that they baptized none but fuch as were'ahle 
knowledgment of their faith; there is more-probabi ‘ity On thie doft- 
that they baptized even fome infants (namely) when they 
 baptized'wwhol families. 4.Be it that none of all thefé things wil f&tve 
ifme of infants, (yet unable to make confefhon of 
their faxh) yet their intereft into the promife of God, is @ fufficient- 
pleas that Aas 2:39. is made to them that believe, and | 
their children. If then the promife heléng to infants , why not | | 
alfoche feale al she his Sermon-of baptiding 
the Eunuch. OT 
the God of thy feed, Geret7.7.' therefore the OF infants 78 taker. 
| ed. upon the bap Ged: we 
1d not ‘betrer anthoriry t of infants}: th 
written Traditions, we were inan ical lewitt | 
@chis matter. Whicker againtt Bellarwiim de perf 
Wefay that is a Sacrament of the remiffio DrJewdl, 
lof that which ewe havein the blood and that 
no perfon, whi will profeffe Chrifts name, onght' reftraitied 
or kept backe therefrom no not for- 
afmuch asthey beborne infin; arid-dée percaime | 


* ‘ 


| 
> 
ts 


is plainey 
Which was appointed co bedone upomthe eighth day afterthe 
births Now the Seale of Gods covenant is to be applyed unto the 
children of Chrittians as untothechildren ofthe Jewes ; 
‘but unto the Jeivs the feale was app therefore 
.tothechildren of Chriftians as circumeifion their {eale to 
them, fo baptifme our feale to us. 
a. From the eftate of-infants , as. 
well as urito.their parents, {aith Peter, 2.39. and theirs isthe 
faith Chris andthe faith Past, 
(6r.7-44.. Now unto thot that are wholly partakersofthe'pro; 
males of God, omeofHeaven, the figneandfeale _ - 
of Godis nor tobe denyed ; tchildren of believing parents are 
fach even in.their infancy , therefore the ale or figne of baptifme | 
may wot be-denye 
From the practileofche Ap les'and ficit teachers of the Gof: | 
pel St. Pawl baptized the houfhold of Stephanus. and Lydia and her 
houthold.; andthe Jaylor was baptized, withallthatbelongedurito 
when little children-were. brought unto Chrift , 
‘difliking it were reproved, ,and che bringers of them encoura 
‘peigher hath ‘there beene any time. fince wherein they have 
refufed,. but fincethe ipeingin up of che many peated 
nabaptifine, AZayers Cate childrens baptifme. . 
covenant now,and formerly with is the fame, i in 
gelation to the éternall welfare of the foule. 
%e The foundation of the covenant is the fame; as Gods fe, 
ait eternall,.and unchan save elect. 
he covenant the fame ; asmans mifery by his 
Adam: ich thie oF grace ina 
The Author is the fame as God, gracious, merciful, 
The thing romilfedis the fame ; as Chtif the redeemer and 
ofthe Ondnapeesthe fame; asthe mor | 


a 


= | | 


. The ast Gods mer 
8. Finally, theend, xi, 


liferocome. 

_ Inanother p lace concerning the baptizing 
rence he faith hat, divers‘ borne within the Church are 
reprobates, yet as they come one and one untous,we cannot fy that 


this or chat child is a reprobate; he an elect veffell, for ought 
‘weknow. And thea ptifme adminifired, isnot 
falvation of the + The glory of God is the principal end, 


namely the glory of Gods fingnl mercyi, in the falvation of his 


elect; and the'glory of Gods jultice in che mnexcufe of che gepro- 


bate: As all outward miniftrations inthe Church ferve for the 
glory ‘of Gods metcy and juftice. We put them ali -under the 
- Initiall feale-of the gefpell, thac they may be made fubjeét to the 
and be judged by the golpell. covenants for 


to: the arguments drawne from expretie of Drikex:> 
Séeiprure for the baptizing of children, we have a moft forcible ar- 


ment drawne from the confent of the univerfall Church; teftified 
by their conftant practice of admitting children to 
fom he woh “This agement, be 
well weizhed, is of very great moment, thecOn- 


and may convince 


Sience of any ingennousChriftian. Forno 


that the Apoftles were infpiced by the holy Ghoit,and Chrift pro- 


| mifed his Spirit to lead hiv Church Into all truth; which promile 


_ hehath hitherto made good in fuch fore, that it cannot be proved 
. thar éver the whole Church of Chritt nniverfally erred: ;~ if 
. particular Churches have erred, and may erre, and yenerall Coun- 


¢els, which the Schooles’ terme the reprefemtative Church, are sor 
jek to error, and have fometimes decreed. and falfkood for 
all the afiem- . 


truth ; but the formallChurch, as they 


of Ghriftians in the world :cannot impeached with error at 
time : whence I chus frame my argument, 
“That which the ApofHes in their daies beyan,gind thewhole Chri- 


ian Chutch the face of the. whole cact.a hath: contir 


the lime avapeoplein covenanewith God; 


the fame; os wotkesherei thie 
ie andthe immortality ofthe foul and eternal inthe | 


of all without dnt. 


baptifme, even 
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ofefied, cannot be an 

from the Apoftles times , hathadmiveed che childsen of 


of Reformed Churchesfor 


Anshentifte awho deny infants born 
s, to, be admitted toheptiting ; for accor~ 
the doctrine of eh ‘the Gofpeil, theirsts the Kingdemedi 
and ‘théy-arewithin the covenant of God, why. therefore fhould 
nor the figne of the coyenant.of God ibe given unto them ? why. 
. _ ‘fhould they not be initiated by holy baptifme, that are Gods pecu- 
fahfull parents; then thofe of yeeres; and therefore it is 
fhonid alfo receive the figne. or Sacrament, 

Beach, Weacknowledge citely Sacraments; 
the former whereof is Baptifme , given unto us towit- 
~ our Adoption becaufe init, we are engrafted into the body 
gwafhedwith his beads we might alfo be 
by his Sprit unc oF fe Conf of Francs, Ar- 
Avgaitane~‘ cominended coGod wre ious 


the favour of God, and made this fonnes ; as Chrilt ceftifieth, 
» Batch Saying tenes the:weill of your Father which isin 


of evento infantss nor doe we 


7 
& 


t 
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believe and confeffe that onr children as | 
gre inchaded together with us in the covenant) when they are bapti~ 
zed into the Articles ofthe ancient Catholique faith, aremade patta- 
kers. aswelas we of the death of Ohritt;and of all other good things, 
Palatinate confeffian. OF 
Baptiline isa notablebadge of the people of God. for it ut Harmony Ys 
to fhew of what 
in the ©hurch what faich we profeffe, eur children ahd 


‘namely ,the Chr Religion.£ concordia inter 


tithe #7 Newgate: "Wherein is dé died 
difcutfed the otatter or 
thd Light anil woderflancing lighten 


om 


aperetion of bie boly Sprit. 

Received you '((deare brother 8. and 
prifoner for the crutch» for Chritts Gofpell) a 
yyou gently require my judgement concerning the baptifme of 
infants’ the effeétthereof And hefore doe fhew'you 
have learned 
dible Chnre!» 


the fame,’ Ithinke it not out of thé matter 


Letter I’ feli afleepe ;»knowing 
‘feveale tohis te who have cheir minds frxed or-himn , fpéciail 
(piriewall revelationstto their conifort 45 atattesftheit 


King dome to-come’ whieh and blood tanner ‘comprehefid. 


~ ; 


God and fapctified. Thee Saxin cay, 


felliomwe be , and by our'baptifinewedeclare 


qut of Gods Word); atidoftis tricand infa's 


to deciare what vifion Thad the fame night; whiles mufing’on your 
that God doth not'without cane 
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che fight whereof fo inwatdiy comforted me, that lam not able to 
expreife the confolation I.battthereof; yeatheremembrance  _ 
- thereof caufeth as yec my heart to leape for joy, and as charity is no 
‘bugsvould: others to be partakers of his delight , fo me 
“thonght to others ( Icannottell whom ) and whiles. they 
‘came and we together beheld the fame, by and by tomy great grief | 
This I chinke not to have come of theiliniGon of the fen« 
fes, becaufé it with it fo much fpirituall joy, and I takeit to 
beofthe working of Gods Spisit, for the contentation of your re- 
quelt,, as he wrought in Peter co fatishie Cornelius... Thetetore I in- 
this beantifall City to be the glorious Church cf Chritt, 
of it-in thé Sky fignifiech che heavenly ftate 
whofeconverfation is in Heaven, andthat accordingtothe 
Raimitive Church, which is now in Heaven, men ought t6 meafure 
and judge the Church of Chriftmow inearth. For asthe Prophet 
Dewi ih ‘The foundations thereof be in the holy bills, and gloriom 
be Shoken the City of Ged. And the marvellous 
fame I tak e the univerfall 
and that all militant ought to conient to the Primis 
tiveChutch threaghogr the fore parts of the world "as the People 
affirmicth, faying Ged v0 owe manner in one 
And:that I conceived: fo wonderfull yoy at che’ contemplation 
thereof Lunderftandthe unfpeakable joywhich they have, that be 
- at wnitywith Chrifts Primitive Church; for there is joy in theholy- 
Ghoft, and peace which paffeth allundertt tas it 1s wri 
thePfalmes , As of joyful perfons te the dweking of all rhensthat be sn 
thee. Andthat I called othersto the frnitionof this vifion,.andto - 
behold. this. wonderfull City; I conftrue.ic:by the will ‘of God 
this vifion tohave come upen me'mufing opyour Letter, tothe 
_end that. undef this fi ght haveoccafion tomoveyou with 
many ethers, ro the Primitive Church in albyour opinions 
concerning faith, and to conforme your felfe in all poiritstotht 
fame , which’is the pillar and eftablifhmentoftruth, and teacheth 
the true of the Sacraments and-haviny witha fulnefle . 
then we hare now, the firft fruits.of the holy G hott, did declare the 
_as out,Saviour promifed them. which 
fhould reach all And 
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And fince ail ‘truth was tanghtand revealed-to thePrimitive) 


- 
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Church which is onr mother , let usall chacbe ohedienrchildrenot 


God ,-fubmit our felves to the judgement of the Church tor rhe 
_ better underftanding of the Articles of our faith, and of thedoubt- 
fall fentences of the Scriptuce ; let us not aboutto fheiv inus, 
- by following any private mans interpretation of the Word, .ano- 
ther fpiritthen they of the Primitive Churct had , Jett we deceive 
 ourfelves; for there is butone Faith, and one Spirit, which is not 
contrary to himfelfe, neither otherwife now teacheth us then he did 


<them: therefore let us believe as they have tanght us of the Scrip. 
peace withthem ; accordingasthetrueCatholique ~ 


tures, and be at 
Church is at this day, and the God of peaceaffuredly will be with 

us, and deliver us out of all our worldly troubles and miferies, and 
make us partakers ef their joy'and blifie, through our obedience to 

faith with them. Therefore God commandeth us.in Job to aske of 1. 8. 
the elder generation , and to fearch diligently thememory of the = 
fathers. For we are but yelterdates children, and. be ignorant, and: 

our daics are like a fhadow, and they fhall: teach thee (faith the 
Lord)and {peake to.thee, and fhall utter words from their hearts ; 


And by Salomon we are commanded not to reject rhe directionof Prov. 


> outmother, The Lord grant you to direct your {tepsinall things 
afterher, and to abhorcontention with her. Foras St.Paul writeth, 
any man-be contentions, neither we, neither the Church of God 


Hitherto I-have fhewed you brother S.) my judgement. . 

generally, of chat yon ftandin doubt, and diffent to 

thewhich I with ‘you asmine heart to be conformable ,:and,thep 
doubtieffe you cannot erre, but boldly maybe gladinyourtrou- 

 bles,andtriumph at the houre of yourdeath, that youfhalldicin 

Church of God a faithful martyr, and receive the Crowne ofeters. 
Rall glory. And chifs much written upon oceafion of a.vifion, 

before Godunfained? But that youmay not thinkechat Lgoabout 


4 


Word, Iwill take the ground of your Letter; and-efpecially.anfwer 
gothe fame by the and: by unfallible reafons deduced 


be. 


you looke upos the Papifticall Synagogue onely wi 


~ 


Cor.it. | 
‘ 


0 fatisfie youwith uncertaine vifionsonely, andnotafterGods . 


onvof the fairie , and’ prove the of infants tobelawfall, 
whereof you feeme to 
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| ood handfatt of the B 
| t for as much as it is.0 
from Gods Word, a 


hathats beginni 


muitnot if refpest of the abufe inthe popith Church be negiedted, 
to be ufed ini Ghrifts Church, 
one of the Arrians fect, with: his adherents, was one of firit chat 
denied the Baptifme. of children; -and next after hum Pelagioe the 
hereticke ; and tome otherstliere were.in Sts Bernards time as it. 
doth 


But the: delivered: unto us. by the 
ail tuch aretu be baptized, -as whom God 
for his peopleand vencheth them worthy of fancti. 
fication: cheirfins. Therefore that infants be 
inchenumber or {Crole of Godsiptople 4bd-be pattakers of the 
promife, by ther paricationin Carilt. at: multnecds foliow hereby 
be baptized as well asthoie thatcanprofetie ther 
for weyudve the peopie of by cog trecand sibe~ 
_ rallpromite ofGod as by couethon faith, Forto.whomio- 
ever God promiferh hum feite co. be chewr-God , -and, wiiom heac- 
| for his ,. thofno man without great impieiy may cx. 
ghadefrom the mimber of promifetivthat 
hewillnotonely be the God of a¢ doe profeiletim .bnta'io 
infants, promifing them his grace and finnes , it 
-appeareth by the words of the covenantmade unto dbrahaw, I will 
fad after thee in their generations, with an covenant, te 
cumeifion was added; to beafyne of fanctsfcation, as well inchu- 
- @renasinmen; and no manmay thinkethatthis promife is abro> 
gatedwith circumcifion, and other ¢eremonial lawes ; far Chrift 


17. 


10. Let the livtle ones cose uyto. we, them not, ferof the 


from thenfe ‘of it. 


appeateby his writings 3; and ineuh daivs sheA nabaptihs ani 


fulfilithe}promifes ¢ andnot to.diffelve.them : therefore 
inthe Gofpell he is offuchas yet believednor, 


per 
verted the-truc ule of Ghrilts Sacraments, you might eemetobave) 


Mime of infants: 


_ 
} 
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this , & the will of the beavendy Father, that 
"? whereby we may gather, tliat he receiveth —— 
is grace alchouyh as yet they confeffe nor their | 
faith. ‘Since thén shat che wotd of thepromife , which is cont 
pertainech as well tochiidren as to meh, why 
which is baprifiné fh water; ‘bewithdrawne 
children, Crit bimfelfé commandeth them to be re- 
and promifech the reward of a Prophet to thofe chat’ 
Feceive’ fuch a little infant , a he for an example did put beforehis 
New will I prove with manifeh arguments that children ought’ 
to be baptized and thatthe A poftles of Chrilt did baptize children. 
The Lord commanded his Apofties to baptize all ‘there- 
fote'alfo duvht children to be prized, for they are comprehended... 
uhder this ward, Ai Nation), 
Further, ‘wher God among the faith fall they are 
fell, fotic was faid co Perer , That thing which God bath 
ichfull, except we had ra - 
Ane without alf doube the Apoftles baptized thofe whom Christ, 
but he commanded the taichfull to be baptized’, a-'1 Con: 
mong the which infants be reckoned ; The Apoftles then 
‘tah ‘The Gofpell is more then bapcitine, for Peal The Lord jas 
preach rhe and not to baptize ; notthathedeniedah. 
folutely that he was baptize, but chat he doctrine 
for the Lord'catntnatided both to the Apoftles; 
he received by the dodtrine of the Goflpell of God, and | 
net therefore what perfon being got ‘dehy them 
isa thing Cole for in Sacrament 
robe co : the thing fignified, andthe fign 
andthe thin thes the anid fron the 
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St. Prter denied not bapti! fo infants, for, 


he knew certain! 
“both by thé do of Chrilt “and by the ceveuant, Is 
lafting, the Kin Heaven pertained.to inf: id 


“None be xeceive into nad me ven but 
Roms. | veth, and which are: endued: foe 
Spirit of Gad. he is tone ofhis infants be beloved of God, 
afd thecefore want nor the Spirit f Gad they. have. 
of God, as wellas if they be numbred amony. 


e of God aswell a as We, that be o pray you ma 
tobe wic water, in the name of 


the Lord? . 


The A files in’ times bein, yet.n n 


d, but the Lord rebuke, them a nd fai Lome. 
10 Why thelt doé not thele Anabi bey 


mandement of the Lord? for what, dog they powadaies that 
ipa?" « bring their childreh tobaptiime, then shat they did i 


“whieh brouser thelt chiidrep 


by words, "and byg bebay Loivards them em declared mani- 
ef that childrelt be the people of God, and entirely beloved of 
God. But fome will fay then did not Chrift 

Moreover citcumcifion the Old Law wasminiltred unto, 
fants, therefore | ough ught.to be miniftred in che new lay. to 
childFen for bapti is Come in iteadiof ciccumcifion.as St. Pasl. 
witnefieth fayine | to the Colom ans, By Chrift yeare circumei(ed with 
4 circumcifion which is baad put off, of tbe 
of Cori betes together with bins tbr 

Behold Pant calleth baprifne the <i Ci 
nan, which ie'done: without hahdss not that 


Tonger to be bifed. 
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the water of Jordan ‘And althougty 
| hot 2\waies exprefitd neither the women im the holy +e 


tobe eixeumeiled before chey én 
romife ; but fince the Apoftles werethe preachers 
tiz is 

the Apomies ‘ait thidie tings to the thas 
doves and of the old Teftamentccherefore iris certain that: 
they did. attemiperate baprifine according to citcumcifion , ‘and 
baptized childrén because were undet the fieure of baptifine 
the people of Ifrael paffed through thered fea, and the bottome 


t they are comprehended and under{tood.in the:fame. 


fathilyior hou (hold,as the ctiiefelt anctdearett pare chéredf ;There- 
fore we may conchude> thar re Apnftles did fants or chile 
dren’ arid notionely men of lawfullaves and:that the houfe or honfz 
hold’ is taken fot matt,’ Woman; andchild, is manifeftin the 17:0£ 
Finally, I candeclareout of ancient writers, that. if 
hath coritinued from the poftlestimeunco ours’ “neither 
it was inftituted byahy Conncels, neither of the Pope, nor of 
other men’, but ¢ornimended fromthe Scriprute bythe: 
‘Origen upon the Declaratiorrof Se. Pints 
the Rornans; expotitiding the fixrchaprer? faith, “That the hof 
Chrift received the baptifme of infants’ fromthe ver y Apoftles. 
St. Hieroms makéth mentin of the baprife’ of infants in. che third 
booke dpainit the Pelapiant sand Epiftle' to Lets; 
yuftine veciteth fortliis purpofe aplace vof Bish ofiCons 
 Rantinople; it his booke'againtt chap... 


Writing to St. Hiereme, Epift.28. faith, That St. €yprian not'making 
any decree, but firmly oblerring the faith of the Chureh; 


wel his fellow Bithops chat. as fodne as orie was borne, he 
tight Be lawfully baptized. The placeof Cypriat is feenc in, his 
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We tidy Pybus, who mofdiligene 
mto'the Land! 
of theword! 


héaeaine 


the chil- 


the’ Script ure evidently A polties 
families or oc houfholds the children he comprehended 
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thiebadde ‘thas Gods’ Wotdby bapeiling - 


Tied of I doe a 
children uneo che seftimonicsof 


a 


to how.menstefti-. 


wine 


monies doe agree with Gods Word “and. shat he veriry of antis 


chat. shave nothing but lies. 
them, dnd new ; 

will anfiver-co the: your arguments 


‘contrany. Theielt, which inciadeth all the reft,is,J6 written, Gow 


je the World, avd préach the glad sidings creatures, Fie thas. 


ye prerend, bur that. isdene tke Gme word doth 
Sorthat: childien ase accounted of the Gofpell 
among the siumiber. of fudlt as.doc believe: asic appeareth by thele 
words Bd that thofe littleb shes which believe in-we,it 
for binete mil abyus-bis wacke and 20 bi cap: 
of Where, plainly calleth fach as be 
ighle to confeffe their Lbecanfeof his meere 
for, belcevert.. Andthis.is nowander 
Gad faith for untomencf 
acceptation, 


ithe onbér ot: the words-.in the faid Commandes 

; childeen oaghe to: be’ taught before they be 

thas fock as. confefied theic pers prized after. 1 ' 
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6 nake for the ule of baprifme in childeens, 
jewricten inthis wile; ell given tne (Jatahihe 


therefore going forth tharis Difciple 
ye, (as the OF the word) that isimake or 
we of And following he declareth 


teaching by Dikiples outof all Nations; 

he fetreth forth fayt 

the Sonne, and of thet baly seaching the all things 


aay ching befesciof God And of the Sonne cfGdd;and of thé holy 

 Ghoft onght co be baptized, neither they would permit themfelves 

to be bapested: before they knew to whatend... Buothisd havedes 

to few: npen how feeble foundation che Anabape 

gponnded ; plarhly noo. true whichothey imapine ‘of 'thi 
bepcized, whom 


ext, that che Loed onely command fuch to 

Apofties had:firft of-eli tanghts: Neither hete verily is 
the frit foundations of faith; and of theChurehto 


therm in theNaome ofthe Ferber iv | 


' 


Fe be planted among the Gentiles, which were 


beof egemayheare,, believe, andl hichig: 


"preached ‘and: taught .-but-focannor infants ; thevefore-ywe may 

br all to beexc 
ailrule,, he that doth notdabour muft not eace’, 


wii 


"The Lond Apo tiesat che 
ome unto all Nations ; unté 
were out of the covenant of Géd, and true! 


fittobe ranght; andafterward baptized. 
goeto the Turkes to conyert them 10 the faith of Chaiftverily fis 
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didy\ when f2tt he renewed the covenant Wich 
ben teale ofthe covenant ;/after that: Abra. 
circumeifeds Bur he when he perceived theuntants'alfore 
persaineta the covenanc,andchat cixcuncificnwas the tealing up of 
didnot onely f/maelbis fone chat was 13) 
yeans of all ocher infants chatwete born in his houfe, among: 
where weaeckon yd ; has 
people which were: converted from Heathen: 
idolatry. by.thelpreaching of the: faith 
eds avhene ‘underftood their children to counted: 
among the poopleiof Gad; ‘andthat wasthe token of the\ 
. people of God, they procured alfo their children to be. baptized, 
Thesdforeyasiit iswrivten, Abam tiv cumcifed the male coildren 
of etd honfe. Semblably weread i in the and writings of the A-: 
g that after the mafter ‘of the houfe was turned to the faith, 
she whinichou was baptized: | 
to confefle their faith before they _ 
ved baptifine; which were called Catcebamseni they were tuch as wich 
ont forefathers came from the Gentiles tothe Church, who being 
‘pet xudéof faith, they did inftruét in the principles of ‘their belicfe, 
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